Acute claudication caused by Angio-Seal closure devices: a report of four cases.
Femoral artery closure devices are increasingly used after percutaneous arterial interventions to obtain hemostasis at the puncture site. Their efficacy and advantages in patient comfort are established. Nevertheless they can cause their own specific complications. In a five month's period we had to treat four patients with sudden onset invalidating claudication after the use of an Angio-Seal closure device. Malpositioning of the device led to the ischemic complications. We describe and illustrate the pre- and peroperative findings and the treatment. Interventionalists should monitor and register ischemic complications following the use of puncture site closure devices in order to try and minimize these. The occurrence of few serious complications can outweigh the relative small benefits these devices offer.